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W E S L E Y . 

They were a genial, social people : 
They entertained, they tnade one feel at home. 

N T H E southeastern part of the t o w n , about 1830, a 
h a m l e t began to f o r m at the j u n c t i o n of the Jamestown 
Road w i t h several cross roads. T h i s hamlet was 
called Soc ia l ty , probab ly on account of the social 
character of i ts people. T h a t name was also appl ied 
to the postoffice, w h i c h was established before 

1833 w i t h E p h r a i m D u t t o n , as postmaster. T h i s was the first office i n the 
t o w n and was cont inued u n t i l the comple t i on of the Er ie Rai l road and the 
establ ishment of other offices i n 1852 when the business became so meager 
t h a t i t was d i scont inued . Nelson H i l l e b e r t was the last postmaster. The 
Wesley post-office was established, ]\Iarch 6, 1884, w i t h Charles W . H a l l as 
postmaster. T h e present postmaster is E. K . Parke. A t th is place i n 1833, 
W i l l i a m H . L e l a n d opened the f irst store i n t o w n . H e also conducted a 
p u b l i c house and cont inued b o t h for about ten years. Later F r a n k l i n 
P h i l b r i c k k e p t a store, a n d H a r r y H o w a r d the tavern , and as Howard*s 
Comers the place was cal led u n t i l 1884, w h e n i n honor of Charles Wesley 
H a l l the name was changed to M^esley. J u s t w h y the change was not made 
back to the o r i g i n a l name is n o t k n o w n . I t w o u l d have been very 
appropr iate for a more social class of people is not to be f o u n d . A f ter H a r r y 
H o w a r d ' s re t i rement f r o m the hote l Leander Bacon became the propr ietor 
a n d others fo l lowed for short periods. E. K . Parke & Son are the o n l y 
merchants there now. There is a cheese factory , a b l a c k s m i t h shop, a school , 
a very neat Method i s t c h u r c h , a n d among the dwel l ings t h a t of A . G. Parke, 
one of the finest i n the who le t o w n . 

A N D R E W G. P A R K E -
A m o n g the best of the descendants c o m i n g f r o m Eng l i sh settlers who made 

A m e r i c a t h e i r home more t h a n t w o centuries ago, the Parke f a m i l y of D a y t o n 
contains several representatives and stands p r o m i n e n t l y to v iew, is recognized 
as c onta in ing the leading citizens, business men , and farmers of t h e i r l oca l i ty . 
A n d r e w G. Parke is a son of S idney a n d Cornel ia El izabeth ( K i b b e ) Parke 
a n d was born August , 6, 1839 o n the Gi le Johnson f a r m , located between 
Wesley and M a r k h a m , now owned b y W i l l i a m Gfeiner. H i s father was born 
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i n 1805, i n Sherburne, Chenango County , N . Y . , and came to Dayton about 
1826. H e was a brother to A v e r y Parke (see f o l l owing pages) and was we l l 
k n o w n i n D a y t o n . Sidney was a son of E p h r i a m Parke, born at Preston, 
Conn . , i n 1770. H e was a son of E l i s h a Parke, born at Preston i n 1746. 
H e was a son of Rev. Pau l Parke, born at Preston i n 1720. H e was a son of 
H e z i k i a h Parke, born at Preston, i n 1680. H e was son of Robert Parke, 
b o r n at Preston, i n 1650. H e was a son of Thomas Parke, born at Preston, 
i n E n g l a n d , i n about 1620, a n d came to A m e r i c a w i t h his father, Robert 
Parke, w h o was born at Preston. Lancashire, Eng land , i n 1580, and who came 
t o A m e r i c a on the Arabella^ as secretary to Governor W i n t h r o p . a n d landed at 
Boston, June 17, 1630. 

' " L E S T E R A . P A R K E - A L Z I N A C ( P A R K E ) J O N E S . E A R L E S - P A R K E -

H i s m o t h e r was the daughter of Joseph Stanton K i b b e , w h o was descended 
f r o m Israel K i b b e , w h o came f r o m Sommersetshire, E n g l a n d , and settled at 
Sommers, (2onn., (named after t h e i r o ld home) i n 1731. 

A n d r e w G. Parke and h is sister, Betsey El izabeth , now M r s . M i l o D. Cole, 
were the o n l y ones of five w h o surv ived ch i ldhood . E a r l y opportuni t ies were 
poor, o w i n g to inadequate faci l i t ies i n those days and the poor heal th of his 
parents made i t necessary for h i m as a boy to assume the d u t y of r u n n i n g the 
f a r m i n the t o w n of Leon, to w h i c h t h e y had removed i n the year 1854. H e 
ear ly showed signs of w o n d e r f u l a b i l i t y and endurance. W h e n 23 years of 
age he enlisted i n Co. B. 154th N . Y . Vols, and served three years. D u r i n g 
t h a t t i m e he was engaged i n m a n y of the fiercest battles of the war. H e went 

M a r c h i n g t h r o u g h Georgia , ' ' w i t h Sherman to the sea. H e was captured 
a n d entertained i n Sal isbury pr i son and suffered m a n y hardships . O n his 
r e t u r n , h is parents h a v i n g passed away, he took up the f a r m where he had 
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L O G H O U S E O F S I D N E Y P A R K E -

''Give me the old lime cabin home 
Where first I saw the light o' dayy 

le f t i t . January 1, 1866, he m a r r i e d M a r y D . H a l l , daughter of W i l l i a m G. 
^ H a l l (see pioneers) . She was born i n the t o w n of New A l b i o n , September 

15, 1845, and received her education i n the d i s t r i c t schools and the Cattaraugus 
H i g h School. F r o m marriage her h i s tory has been contemporaneous w i t h 

R E S I D E N C E O F A N D R E W G . P A R K E -

1 0 8 



t h a t of her husband , h a v i n g at a l l t imes 
acted we l l her par t , being a l oya l wi fe 
and a noble C h r i s t i a n mother . T h e y 
began l i fe together i n the log house, a 
p i c ture of w h i c h is here shown, b u t the 
Leon h i l l s were too steep for t h e m a n d 
they removed to Wesley. H e bought f r o m 
W i l l i a m G. H a l l , the Leander Bacon 
f a r m , u p o n w h i c h stood the o l d tavern , 
a f a m i l i a r l a n d m a r k to the o l d settlers, 
w h i c h , l i k e the I r i s h m a n ' s j ackn i fe , has 
been several t imes made over b u t is s t i l l 
the same o l d house. H e r e they l i v e d 
most of the t i m e u n t i l 1894, since w h i c h 
t i m e t h e y have occupied t h e i r new 
home. H e has cleared, underdra ined 
and i m p r o v e d the 300 acres of h is f a r m 
u n t i l i t is now one of the finest i n 
Western New Y o r k . H e has also a 250 
acre f a r m on Nash* h i l l under good c u l 
t i v a t i o n a n d w i t h good b u i l d i n g s . H e 
has l ong attended to do ing th ings on a large scale and a scientific basis. 
Prac t i ca l l y a l l the f a r m w o r k is done by mach inery and he is very 
successful i n scientific f e r t i l i z ing . A l l h is stock d r i n k w a r m e d water i n 
the w i n t e r . Last f a l l he added a silo to h is accumulat ions and 
is c o n t i n u a l l y a d d i n g a l l m o d e r n improvements . H i s methods of 

B A R N S O F A N D R E W G . P A R K E . 
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J e 
f a r m i n g have proven very pro f ih ib le and pleasant. . H i s tendency to 
manage w e l l , showed even as a boy and later i n c a m p ; his ' ' b u m p " for 
m a k i n g a good " d e a l " was w e l l developed. For t w e n t y years he has been 
engaged i n the wholesale hay ana g r a i n trade, s h i p p i n g to a l l large eastern 
cities, t h u s m a k i n g a m a r k e t for his o w n and for m u c h of the surp lus produce 
i n his v i c i n i t y of Cattaraugus and Chautauqua counties. H i s home is a model 
one. T h e home f a r m lies a l l level or r o l l i n g , is w e l l dra ined and under good 
c u l t i v a t i o n and produces a handsome income. H i s b u i l d i n g s are up - to d^te a l l 
on stone wal ls and are kept wel l p a i n t e d . The house is finished i n n a t u r a l wood, 
sets on l i t t l e h i l l at Wesley, is sewered, has r u n n i n g w a t e r — h o t and cold, furnace, 
b a t h , a n d a l l the conveniences of a modern c i t y home b u t is s t i l l a convenient 
f a r m house i n a l l respects. H e has a f a m i l y of f our c h i l d r e n , one hav ing 
passed a w a y ; Fenton M a r i o n , res iding i n l i u t t a l o ; A l z m a Cornelia, wife of 
i l iar i u. Jones o i w e i i s v i i i e ; i^ester Anson , now i n Corne l l U n i v e r s i t y ; and 
Ear le S idney i n the Cattaraugus H i g h School. 

W c l o r e t o * c c a f a r m e r t o i l . 
N o c o a t , n o v e s t , n o r e ' e n a h a t ; 
W c l o T C t o s e c h i m b u y a n d s e l l , • 
" A m a n ' s a m a n l o r a ' o f t h a t . " 

A V E R Y P A R K E . / 
A v e r y Parke , son of E p h r i a m (see A . G. Parke) was born i n Sherburne, 

Chenango County , N . Y. , i n 1800, a n d came to D a y t o n i n 1826, cleared a 
f a r m i n the eastern p a r t of the t o w n , now owned b y E . K. Parke. H e was 
the first Just ice of the Peace i n the t o w n of D a y t o n , w h i c h office he he ld for 
m a n y years. H e was a very p u b l i c s p i r i t e d c i t izen a n d was we l l a n d favorably 
k n o w n . H e d ied at D a y t o n , November 8, 1876. H e m a r r i e d I ^ d e m a Ann^ 
daughter of A lexander Nash of D a y t o n , December 3 1 , 1828; she d ied June 
30, 1844. T h e i r c h i l d r e n were Esek K i m b a l l , b o r n September 6, 1830; 
E l i s h a F , b o r n J u l y 2 2 , — d i e d J u l y 14, 1834; Electa A n n , born A u g u s t 15, 
1834, m a r r i e d D r . M . P. Roberts, w h o for m a n y years pract iced his profession 
i n the t o w n of Day t o n ; Achsah M . , born A u g u s t 1 , 1836, m a r r i e d P. S. A l l e n , 
a n d resides at Wes ley ; Porter A . , bo rn J u n e 27, 1839, m a r r i e d A m e l i a Eng l i sh 
a n d resides at Wes ley ; Anson N . , born J u n e 24, 1844, was a member of Co. 
B . , 154th N . Y. S v., and d ied at L o o k o u t Va l l ey , T e n n . , M a r c h 24, 1864; 
H u d s o n H . , born June 3, 1849, d i ed J a n u a r y 20, 1894; H u d s o n H . was a 
lawyer b y profession and dealt i n Buf fa lo real estate extens ive ly . A v e r y 
Parke was an o l d t i m e Method i s t a n d his barn was used as a place of worsh ip 
i n the ear ly days. 

E S E K K . P A R K E . 
Esek K. Parke, a gent leman large ly i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the a g r i c u l t u r a l and 

business interests of the t o w n of D a y t o n , is a son of A v e r y a n d Lodema 
( N a s h ) Parke and was b o r n i n the t o w n of D a y t o n , September 6, 1830. The 
Parke f a m i l y are descended f r o m a l ong l i n e of noble E n g l i s h ances t ry . who 
came to A m e r i c a as early as 1630. M r . Parke secured the usua l education 
acquired b y boys of h is t i m e at the d i s t r i c t school, a n d he was reared as a 
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farmer and always fol lowed f a r m i n g besides b u y i n g and sell ing live-stock and 
k i n d r e d work . H e owns a ferti le f a rm of nearly 400 acres w h i c h is thoroughly 
t i l l e d . H e farms i t to make money, w h i c h he does, and is thoroughly up to 
date i n a l l his methods. H i s bui ld ings are good and are kept i n excellent 
condi t ion . H i s barn a picture of w h i c h is here shown is one of the best i n 
Cattaraugus County . I t is wel l b u i l t . 

H e has a r o u n d silo made of Red G u l p h Cypress matched and l ined w i t h 
porcelain cement a capacity of IGO tons and he wi l l -erect another o f - the same 
capacity th i s year. Th is is some evidence of the u t i l i t y of the silo. Besides 
his landed interests i n company w i t h his son, L . A . Parke, he owns and 
conducts a general store. Po l i t i ca l ly , M r . Parke is a Republican and was 
Justice of the Peace for several terms. H e is he ld i n respect by his neighbors 
and those w i t h w h o m he comes i n contact, not o n l y for his sterl ing (jualities 
b u t by reason of his honesty and in tegr i ty as w e l l . H e marr ied December 25, 
1852, Emel ine 0 . Wade, daughter of W i l l i a m D. and Eugenia Wade, who 
was born i n W a y n e County, December 8, 1832. T h e i r chi ldren are Roselia 
A . , born October G, 1852, she marr i ed J u l y 3, 1871, Rowland H a l l , and they 
have one son, O l i n , born A p r i l 14, 1885, they reside at Wesley; L inco ln A. 
E . K . Parke was appointed Postmaster A p r i l 10, 1900, and the ollice is 
conducted by his son, L . A . , as Assistant Postmaster. M r . Parke has at 
present the finest herd of Ho ls te in cattle i n Cattaraugus County. They 
number about 100 head. 

T i i Y f r i end has a f r i end , and t h y fr iend 's f r i end has a f r iend, be 
discreet. 

S T O R E O F E . K . P A R K E & S O N . 
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U N C O L N A. P A R K E . 
One remarkable fact i n the mercant i le l i fe of the t o w n is the n u m b e r of 

y o u n g m e n at the head of leading business houses and the success w i t h w h i c h 
they are conduct ing t h e m . One such is L i n c o l n A . Parke, whose general 
store at Wesley has become popu lar under his elhcient management, and is 
one of the most prosperous and enterpr is ing i n the t o w n , b u i l d i n g u p and 
e x p a n d i n g i n a very g r a t i f y i n g manner . H e carries i n stock every th ing 
u s u a l l y f o u n d i n an up-to -date c o u n t r y store. H e is a son o f Esek K . and 
E m e l i n e ( W a d e ) Parke and was born i n the t o w n of D a y t o n , September 11, 
1867, and comes f r o m two o l d A m e r i c a n famil ies . H e was educated i n the 
p u b l i c schools and at Chamber la in I n s t i t u t e , g raduat ing i n the commerc ia l 
course Class of '86 . I n February , 1894, he was elected Justice of the Peace 
and s t i l l holds t h a t pos i t ion being the t h i r d generation of the f a m i l y to h o l d 
i t . H e is a y o u n g m a n of excellent business tact and a b i l i t y , always 
enterpr is ing , active and leading i n a n y t h i n g that is for the welfare of the 
c o m m u n i t y , and he is a representative cit izen of the t o w n of D a y t o n . 

T H E R E is no character however great and good b u t m a y be spoiled by 
r i d i c u l e , however poor and use less .—Mark Twain, 

I T is idleness t h a t creates imposs ib i l i t i e s ; and where men cannot do a 
t h i n g , t h e y shelter.themselves under the persuasion t h a t i t cannot be done. 
T h e shortest and surest way to prove a w o r k possible, is to s t feni ious ly set abt^ut 
i t ; and no wonder i f t h a t poves i t possible t h a t for the most par t makes i t so. 

B A R N O F E S E K K . P A R K E . 

S«ld to be the best In Cettiraogus County. 
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daughter of J o h n Dye, in ISGo. She was the mother of two ch i ldren , Helen 
and Horace Greeley. H i s t h i r d wife was Mrs. A n n i e Dye, daughter of Jonathan 
C. and Margaret (St ivers ) Wade. Mr . H u l e t t enlisted in J u l y , 18()3, in Co. 
C , l l 2 t h I n f . , and served to the close of the war. H i s brother, Marcus, was 
a soldier i n Co. A , l o J t h I n f . ; and another brother, Asah.el, was a member 
of Co. B. , 112th I n f . , and served to the close of the war. M r . H u l e t t is a black
s m i t h at the vi l lage of South D a y t o n . 

W i l l i a m G. H a l l , son of Justice, was born at Portage, X. 5'., came to Xew 
A l b i o n , and t ina l l y settled near the WA^sley Post-oMice, where he died. He was 

of Barre, A l n i e d a TTT^TT chi ldren were: 
Charles W . , 1 .eonard ( ) . , A l z m a A . , M a r v i ) . , -DeIber t , Rowland, A r a d , Sarah, 
Denton and Mar ion . Charles W. I ( a l l was born i n Xew A l b i o n , Xovember 3, 
1837, and on March 11, 1861, m a r r i e d Betsey, daughter of X o r m a n L. and 
L u c y A. ( Parke) Bacon by w h o m he had one son, B u r t H . The post-office at 
M'esley was named after M r . H a l l , his m i d d l e name being Wesley, and was 
postmaster of that place for m a n y years. He served as corporal i n Co. B., 
154th X . Y . Vols . , and was at the battles of Chancel lorsvi l le and Rocky Face 
Ridge, being severely wounded at each eng • rement. Delbert , another son, was 
born i n Xew A l b i o n , M a y 12, 1848, and m a r r i e d , M a r c h 27,1865, to M a r y J . , 
W o o d , a nat ive of Xiagara County , who bore h i m three ch i ld ren , Glenn W. , 
W m . J . , and Jennie M . Mr . H a l l served i n the C i v i l W a r i n Co. D. ITDth Vols. 
Glen W . H a l l , born August 5, 1>^GS, marr i ed A n n a , daughter of (Ibediah and 
M a r y A . Luce of Xew A l b i o n . 

Thomas W e l l i n g t o n Johnson, an early innkeeper of the town of Dayton, 
was born December 29, 1826, i n D a y t o n , and d ied M a r c h 28, 1861, at Mark -
h a m . H e was a son of Col . Ralph Johnson . H e m a r r i e d , October 12, 1848, 
E m i l y Prosser and the i r ch i ldren were R i chard P., born March IS, 1850, he 
marr i ed i n September, 1882, M a r y A . Chadwick and they reside at Gowanda; 
Celia M . , born February 19, 1852, she m a r r i e d October 3 1 , 1872, DeHart 
Spencer and they reside at Cherry Creek; K a t i e .V. and Cora M . ( twins ) bom 
Se]dember 4, 1854, K a t i e A . , marr i ed , Xovember , 1878, L . D . I n m a n . and 
died i n 1882; Cora M . , d ied at 5 [ a r k h a m , i n 1857; E l l e n B . , born J u l y 20, 
1856, she m a r r i e d , i n March , 1880, F. G. M i t c h e l l , and they reside i n ButYalo. 
M r . Johnson was a very popular and i n l l u e n t i a l m a n . H e once owned a good 
f a r m of 140 acres, a large saw m i l l and the hotel at M a r k h a m . 

Carrier Jol ls was a early settler i n Perrysburg , where he d ied . A m o n g his 
large f a m i l y of ch i ldren was J o h n , who was the tii-st to settle on the present 
Foster f a r m , where he d ied , aged seventy-nine. H e l ikewise had a large 
f a m i l y f r om his two wives. 

Col . Ralph Johnson became a settler i n w h a t is now the t o w n of Dayton 
i n 1815. H e located on l o t 30 and cont inued to reside there u n t i l he died. 
One of the foremost citizens, he was the first postmaster i n the t own , which 
posit ion he held for m a n y years and u n t i l the opening of the Erie Railroad in 
1851, when the post-office was removed to w h a t is now D a y t o n Vi l lage. Soon 
after he established himsel f at D a y t o n , he engaged i n the t a n n i n g business 
and the manufacture of boots and shoes. H e cont inued i n that business u n t i l 
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